B

'tl.rns before ..t;.'."."_‘ﬁ

e

:Tha A]ask:a Penmsu_z; dlsplays a;few tortuous ;-u.:ist..;sqaﬁ_d
ﬁ. “Tinally comes tc an end, marking the birth of Unimak, the first and largest.i
M"fislanc: :ux the Aleutian chain. At. the northwest cormer of Unimak Isla.nsi"‘” '

r,.' —J“. Jl_-

_aome t.went.y m:i_'[es to the soutb.east coast is bcotch Gap nght, now
“';‘Ihe present concrete and steel jtmcturﬂ contains dormitories; a kitchen, :
;:ge“eation room, atarage rocms and housing for thres generators. Itvasge.
: _' built scon a.ft.er the prior Light was destroyed by a Pacifiec tsunamis wh:l.chr*-: :
: _the .'L.ves of aJ_'L five ceas ugaardsmxl 5t.at.inneu thex'ee«~ -

e .
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I came t.c Cape ..:.... :1_~.he;. in Ja.n" 5 1978, to taach snc:.o'l::gy ‘sourses onTi—
behal‘r ‘0f Chapman wollege: Bui midway through my courses, I became the .
the recipient of a Life-sxperience lesson that I shall never forgest.-
: '.beglns on the day that I decided to.be g member of a group of four.

; mnn “Who gou.neyed to acotch Cap Light.., The following story is taken,
A 4 unaha.nged as they came. o fR
ey Nl

Left Cape ::ar:..unaf a.nout ..,..15 pomn \-t:.th Gh:.e.f Bob .rillegas, iike :nt.anley
% and Ray standridge in a ‘lhiokol 602 tracked vehicle. Beautiful,. :
?é*ffd_gy,. _wnone o.t‘ the fellows wers coats, and cdoors of the vehicle ware: m‘.‘ten
- .ope ‘f—"ueat.her cannot be steveotyped ai'. uru.uxak :-';’%?"w‘%,

e, s ,.,-*;h .
ureex near +ne shore 5
_ .ee crossed the :.reek in the vehicla'

-;__miivé;aa o
,_;;_t_';fom t._he_a Q?cea.n, _ blotsam and
e .'_q_Arr:wsd at Sennet JEBR

g’ﬁ;ﬁ&mm-mag, long a“a.nd.."lec., is there

_Headea ‘towara 9:16 bhore a.no. h.ent along the bea::h -} losb.ed i‘cr bo*tlas !
8 we. t.ravelem bah f:l.:re or s:.x sea lions foshore '

_m s Siand o .;3:;- R
" dser Lcmeyaru Creel s past the e_epgaa.nt {an olc apanconed cartii-noving :
-“ ‘machine), we werec high cffsacre when we saw a lone caribou running zlong 2
“'the oeach, but just within the edge of the water. Ray figured it was . | plasee

being chased. -Sure encugh. three of our Cape Sariehef Huskies were cn - - '~ |
the chase. Ray shot iato +1s sard nesr the dogs to disccurage them. " IE- -
workefs i eomee TS g NI o i i
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Saw exiensively strewn rez:ins of aﬁ.hghipn Very large piszess of metal were
scattered about. .ent between Scoteh Can and the Pinnaele. Took pictures,
Saw tiree eagles. Pinneele has a aquara opem.ng y ke a door, througn whieh
] frothy water surges.: ST ﬁ-"‘
nfe arr:!.ve:i at deoteh Cap aboui'. 4:00 pom., My first request was to see the
room in whlah Ja.ke,. the reeldent ghost, remains. Chief took e to it,

‘ &L

During tne alght;, & 1ke a.n:l ticy had night.ureao Both men, coincidenia_‘i f
dreamed +hal‘. they were in Africa. % - T T e S

‘lh men a.ppearad 'hc be somﬂwhat uneasy about the:Lr d.xeamso o
-3 . ) - x . * '---, s -‘—’. oy . s -
= s i tuﬂp Febmpr &’ 22 At ._",-- ; -.," ,._"“-.":'_ _" 4: e _. i

= faesis LU RTTREY R “‘f.-—"“"“'"—":""“'“ : _— . Te T -
_went on my first Lundra stemping ;r:.,: at bcntuh Cap, Left the Lighthcuse
~ otation at :15 pom. Nics clear days but h.:.nay Saw the ruins of a munitions
ship s:.attered on the beachs g ) ) '
} Ceann > - e, R ) :
To the e;.st scutheast far back in the nm.‘l...., away from zhe beach wheres we
_ were walking we saw two rushrooming white clouds. They were very turbulent.
_sie realized trey vere not ordinary eclouds. Suadenly, we knpw we viere aatﬂhlng
a volcanc' ﬂa suspect. v.eatda.hl Pea.k becam active toda.ya R g LA LY

= _,.w" = __-,_-_..
__.‘ ERIE sl e 2 st T30 Y e,

,..We climbed t.o the hlahest. ri..ga wit.hin reasonable reach a.nd saw an awesome
aight. Great villowing cloucds of steam with a drifting black backdrop that

" suggested falling ash. The wind was’ ‘blowing strongly trom the south-southeast.
”Then we saw a bolt of lightening follewed by thunder. wWe estimate it was R

& eleven miles avay. The lightening was east-northeast, under the clouds. de

" could smell sulphm-, Suddenly, all was rysteriously quiet-—no wind at zll.
"It was like being in the eye of a hurricane. ‘There was ancther flash of —

Lightening, then tne wind caze upon us harder than ever, but this time from
due south,, seirins _-. g e ‘

S J _' '
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'.I.he .'L'Lght.em.nb eont:.m.eti as we mked back to the station. we arrived back
at about 3:30 p.m. By 4:00 p.m. the ¢loud hac become much breader and dark-
ve could see swaths of melting snow couing down the hiliside. ‘Yhe cloud
came nearer, and we could smell sulphur agaia ‘'Inen the men started to fcel
the sting of ashes in their eyes. de estimatr that there have been more
than ten lightening flashes at this tius. %230 p.m. the ash was thick

- and we could feel it in our eyes. At 5:00 p,m we were still hearing thunder.
ihe eloud is billowing well and there is mueh f21li..g ash. e reported
the voleano to Tape Sarichef at 3:30 p.m. We are h_v...ng an exciting time,
fillea with wonder and some awe. we wonder, now, if an eruption will follow
or if there will be tremors. e realize that Scotech Cap could be in danger
with sestdahl cnly eleven miles away, but we are all keeping a sense of humor.
There is muel: laughter here. we arc fascinated and excited. At 5:20 p.m.
we coulu see ash on the saow of the feoihills; they are shaded with grey now.

At 6:45 p.m. we experienced h2il; s:all stones. The stones are durk. The
ash has asctually been seeding the clouds! .Je nave rotizea small bits of
einger form the corss of tne nailstones. Thunaer and lightening soatintes.
Hail core ceaters are as big as half-pinkeads, or larber A larger hailstone
struck rzy's neek, na we see & red spat av i@ place of impact.



A5 Taob Delie REIISYuend e fLdwger. uBik lighkeadn:  fanmot zae z v glow )
on tis mounhais., iau\. Wke: i iz very overcast sua darlh outsiwe. Cinuors are
Ll.rger tian pimheads o 310 pelm. w2 are aaving o thick sterw & hail ank
cinders. af ;95 hail, =i and sle: tn_.. ax aszivity zre dntenss. Ky overall
impression i52ay 1s tanat Ssobteh Cap is e rougasr place Lo be av when cuparsd

to Cape sarisaei. at 7:25 p.k. the storw continues &3 does th2 lighterins.

At 7:35 p-1, we sair cbouw a feot of clacers p2dile v at one =2ad of the door.

It decreases to abour nine inehes ai the other end. storm uas succealy slowec.

Seenms to be mrsizricous .l\_\ guiet &t
the wind—a piu llke sno "auld
down &gain, mcderately; '3.n:1 est

this time. Cinders are just arifiing unaer
&t 8:0C pem- hail aad .cinders zre sowing
i ated =t e-out 35 knots.

At 8:3L, Lne sworL and lighteniag revived ir z2arrest-—hail ana cinders
coming, down hsrc. Lznnot wake radio contact .ith Caps Sariehef at this
time. 4t 10:00 pa. the iightering struck slose. Interuittent stormirg,
soretimes severe. sinc blows ciacers all over the place- Cannot reash
Caps tariene?. crd rice 7er2a, Kadic signals are gardled.

At 10:4> p.m. we ars having a hcavy einaer shower, dut no more hail. Just
ash now. FHaven'{ lizard thiz thurder lahely.

L 311:08 pam, pruuca rasumed  Ray and Chief drove the Thiokol up to the
reserveir To chsch o pip: shat could become clogged il positicon iz nov
changec.. az:nec thet they arrived there. changed pipe without zoy zsreblzms

Saia tuey:r. .heci Ltoe waser tonk on the way back from the reservoir. heard
loud c¢lap ¢ tmower at 125 pomes, L Men reported that they were
at wvater tanc, 27 12:32 p.ao. Ray anc adioed that they wa2rz ca their
way bacle from ihe wabter ank. At L‘L'."Bj, Ch::” and Ray returnzc zll covered
with cust, They zaid thsy got last oriefl; i two occasions white trying

- A :.'L::

‘to rezeh the reservoir. Anc When they got vaere, they found the resarvoir
full ¢of cinders. C.l..i..f‘ say:z the sincers fel: like BB pellets. They said

the lighuerning lcsked red--sulphur in the ¢ - protably uade a difference.

“hey szid the bulis were near. Reported thas the ,rass is well covered over.

Figurec tilere i: between € znd 12 inches on the grouna. Road is nc longer
erodec. as it hzd bwen. It is smooth hecause cf ash buildup. But taey
souldnit gesz tac ~adway~-~5that was & problem. 1he road would zo psar, diszppezr.

and tien app2zr siain.  sais 14, s like .alking cn a beach outside. <en hed
sincders ln fneir cres, ear:  Figure the reservoir will have to bs dug oul.

geard .ore .
the

nae:’ ¢.t mi:iu.i.ght zna & leuder twmbls

g% 2:10 a.n
Iighthouse bean

sy Lfigures

iznit visibls very far over the water. Arnother -.:lz;p oi
t.hund"“‘ a% 12:17. ,..2.1.5_3 '12:.',.-3 anu ..2:20 a.m. \..-....Cn. God! I am going to lie
dowa for 2 wiils. dere in the corrrdio= rcer I hear cinders L.l_j.. o oo oohe
roc? ike maia. It sicps, shurts. stope, staris, on and one.
Suday. rebrusrr 5. 73
Gl & The <iza?r and thunder ctor: iachzd ail aight--sometlizs it ragec
' 3] ner: wire seversl wery ciopse: bolts of liurcening
= thiz time Tre Hdghtnous: nasts a dull. siguced Leam:
. thz ginder -"?a- i had sor oreske in it as it app.:r-sb.tlj
ui- cangs. b the Lhuncsy eal: o2 hezyd at this homx cAnd ths
2V ETe c:" giacers ihting Uhe roof is psver zihsons for lonz. It s sugpezco
to be morning: Iizh But ro% hare szt Leotoa Yzp.  Now today-



The men slept 2aeily tnraouzs the nifhe. A% zsout 2:00 aom., whea the ok undsyr
was olapping s Zeudly. Jaist started to t::..::: Zn his sieep. iHc szid, "iezpens
and wounds! 7Ihose warz ia tae goou ola dzyci! osonefabiteh!® ke ash is
- grey, waybe even « litils :Jellm" acnt Know oW ceep.

At 11:05 som. The rind suausnly came tp herd. we think from the south,
e are having o vhiteout, ‘we hlve no visibility. we even have a fog
insiae the 0!.11.1...::..""’ , ana aust is guthering on the floor, in faet, )
every mexe, This is & dust storm. the likes cf whkich I have never seen.
_1L20 2oMe A&il 0f Lhe sudcer it is very cark ana the wind sezms to be
~taking ths ash siraight us irto ti-e stsosphiere. LD it sweeps! ‘lhis is -
' very eer:.e., Seie i : . 5 -
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_ .11.30':15:11:.. ' -.ikn swepb mush tm. cdust o.f.‘ tha i‘loorq. _l’es;-we' -mte‘ 3
" .has a shﬁnt. amount of yell...c in lt-:\ wulphur., ' i

. i -t .. ',-:J.q.-o L

At 11:.L0 2.4 ."-iilf.e,, sdey aad Thief uent o the lighthouse tc repgsir a genercior.,
‘Lhe wimite tagy leld L::e storm turned very bad. Just blzci outside. iiever
saw anyvthine Illke it. '

- 1220 p.lia this has to be the werst stom: i save ever seen. Itfs the combe
“imaticn of cinders, iigh wincs, complets quriazss, thunder and lightsaing
- that really gei througn to me. ‘the zen are -“ill at the lignthouss, and witn
_this horrid store in s,.saio.., I‘m werried, Howx cen they get bszk? .hai

Hill‘bh..a stuf.t dh to itheir ll..ngs" ' g e BT, T R e

vaiat

T Vi fm

1.30 BoMs Lhe storm has let up, Lna.nL aeavens, 0O4r original plans w.éf? B o
1o return o Cape warichel tcday. Inswead, we are siranded at Jscotch
Gap, put —oad = : :

L ot e

2:30 p.m~ The uen returnad frow the lighthouse. It was f.' utile to a.tt.npt.
-to.repair ths gencrator, but ithe voasties gave it one hell of a goed try,
“and came all covered \-:.:."h ..13 clt dust from nead to foot. Jhowers and washing
of elothes enzusd. '

At about. ,,.Uu Poli. wWe 2ctually see some clearing. Chiel even zzx coume
blue sky. :his is sac lightest that it has ever tsen today. asow we ean |
"see a huge, long hillow of saoke southeast of us, .na heading south.

'We also hear thunaer 3a that direction. we had scme hash today=-first
meal wefve hzd. &% 3:30C L. we see ths huga voeleanie cloud arifting
over the ocean with bolts of lighiening ciming down Irow it. The sun
casts sieldy orangs 2ighli:nts on the edges ol the clouds. Awesoma! .

At 4:00 pom. we zlzaned houisz=-il was viry, very custy. How the wirnd has
czlmed. and light cnow is covering the sindera. ke hore the snow will
have & setiling e1iszt on th: ash. : :

52320 p.nl ike anc Rag have thouse to see if they ¢ nisan
the a“_r cff the Iznses ana the E‘n?._..TGun'_.’..'T., giass encasement. Tha dirs

really czxed the “igad over well. when therr :.turned, ilay remnrized that iheyr
removed abcut 20 pounas of ash awszy, and (ike woncered hiow in tie world the
systen marazed to function when 1t was so baaly elogged wp,

11:30 p.m, It h=s tuorned eokder znd is snowing generously. Jadler and o
studiec nis relirzen course all evening loag.



6:00 aom.  Awoke spoun £
thus indicasing thau oz

“hanaesr ic the aisitanes
But il agpesrs tnat the
wind has cim:,;ea silne: thie tine jesterduy. when the ligntening was so close,
Tue weatuer nhas iurnea c¢olicsy, .. eannot see ouwt of the windows because they
are frosted cver m:a.crlyo 11‘-.:1(.;:‘-_‘{-1’13!'\. apresrs to be o acaitiuvnal dust,
thank Goodnessg :

Imar: ds ztill ouiive.

i P g, 5
-2 : g BT (3

7:12 a.m., How eerie~-I Just caannot comp...e*:e_t;,r recover frow Lie sound of
tais rolling shunder: 'here il was aguin, in the rmiast of winter on an

_naleutian islanQ. «onder wozt tns.hell is he ppenmu w:.th that :..ountam’

Yoo

8:00 @i 10k . lou: cuteige. Heavy winds and snow. .;rift:.nn A,.:pears
‘to pe co.ing frou : Lhe cortovest 40w  very ccla out there.

- e
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Cat ".L'L :0 Aokie 'v.e nad. 2 Jumst. of “Poo“ '_10:; Eggs L.eneo.lc.*“ ana cutmeal prepared
by the Chief. ..e ‘deeiced that .*m. swould attempt to leave for Cape Sarichef
-abt 1:00 gule  ae were kepo RS um_,m_:,, down the generator, *'"m.n=, the

- water system, clewning up:cishes,’packing and lozuing the Thickel, vde left
~on time., “.eather o

nditions ..-ere ‘not good, and as we travelea Iurther we

Licticed that thers was ro imorovement. Bubt we know that there were road

few baukups zna runs were neaded fnr him to create s ramp of par.l ed snowa

stakes ail the way bazi

:2 Saps Sarichef. =o we folleowed them wzrefully,
At times thcy were iiare 7o Icsits: the stor. was so heavy,.

we came to a swall crsek which we crossed, but a steep hill ensued, sovered
with thick &sh 2ans s=now. Ghe ‘hickold show:zd its first sign of reluctance
_ with-regard to negcotiatiz:z the hill,; but Hzy, our driver, is skilled. A

t- worke:lg H'ter a fey mirviss '.re' Wers on our way as:a..l.nu %
-, = *1 - Pep T L

Then we came to tne fl‘:‘i‘v oiz st.'-enm) I .rou"ered if rmmf ._ru;u.tne voleano
had widened the sirsans tzat would nced Lo be crossed. The stream was no
“"deeper tnzn it nod besn wren wa s-ossed it in order to arrive here. I felt
relieved, we wers aboul twe 5318z iofto cwr journey. we =zroszed the siream
wilhout any ditfisuiby. 4«2 —warricc on, waiting once in z while for inter-
mittent whitesurs to ulezx uol - ' :
we eroscsed Sscond Eridze. s water 4id not seeil I b2 a.'anormz*-.l ¥ high,
althousa it eppearsd thet the strezm had recentlyr rissn above the ca.nks
and then receaeu Darikl tc: rormal: ag..z.nc ? -

TR 3 rn"’ ’ iy

- b -

ve pasred. uhmm,z. & gras: =Ca, ::Ilﬂ, altﬁouah the srow haa clearea up
a4 greal deal. we &él"ﬁ sux

voleanis sichia fuab we t
to the easi. uwe stoppec 1

1

snl amezed to sie the hugs slowa of billowing
i 514 ‘a.:i'_“:;:' faezqa 23 the road took a short” jog
renznvarity wiilis Chief took a couple of snapshets,

-

'D '} {.ll

Ne came tc First oridge. Apein, the waver uzs not adnormally high, bul
we faced a steep -ill or tuc oiher sids, The ash, we think, essisted us
by mococrating the sheeprs:s Ty uLizzns ¢l a aaturil rarp. e cliimbed to

the wap Suz:to-‘::s:«‘.'i.i"_l.ﬁr- : wers abouh thres xziles intc osur trip.

"'.I

Nexs,. we came to sr.:ai". smezsit. out thiz ore was differeni. 'The snow
hao baild up higa ba Lat h.d . be cvg owl. This was nct unusuzl,
becauss mEmT= aS ienst a;:_::nsbva vl thab this azd besn peeeszary

on previous sneiny -o:-_s._ The m2a duz out the snow susgessivlly. iade it

a

Al
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Then we cane 'ho Boneyard f‘reek«-the secona rajor stream to be negotlauedo
It looked normal, we vrossed it without diffizuliy. we passed Beneyara
anelt.er, we were f:.ve miles into our trip. : s
-4.\.'...- -":.'.:GM - s o ‘:‘_ 4
we came to a small creek gast. Honeyarae The men not:.cen t.hat. it had
‘widened coasiderably. Lveryone was surprised. It was ice from shore
‘to shore. Ray saw it ahead and remarkea, "This is the end of the road.”
_ Our spirits fell. ‘he men got out, walked over it, stomping through
ice witu their heavy shoes. It appearea to be 8 to 10 inches deep.
. Bay airected us to get on tue other side and wait. ‘Then he tock a
.gooa look at the crevk ahead of him, backed up the Thiokol a bit-
_' ana lungea forward througn the creek with ice ana water aashing all s he R
_around the machine, I never knew the vehicle could move so well. N
"_.'He_ mage ito '}:.maryone was rel:l.evad-. W St =

.—de approachad an area calleu the ftoon-—a. wide 4 fla.t g lcial va.lley noted
s “for its desolation, its roughness and hard volcanic cowposition. As we
“approached an area where a six foot galvanized culvert lay beneath the
surface, Ray reuarked, "Something doesn't look right up ahead. I'm going
“~to get out and take a lcok." Chief went along. The culvert was gone!
"Instead, we were near the brink of a 30 foot dropeff. It was at least
" one-hundred yards to the other side. The ditch that had cradled the
:_culvert had normally been no more than 20 feet wide. Now we knew where
. the melting snow had found a primary course of escape. The uen started
ualking eastward, hoping to find a crossing point. WNo hope. The beach
was a short distance to the west. But that ccurse offered us no hops :
eithe.r. ‘Chief radioed vape Sarichef to repor:t the washout, then he < /i <™
t.old the radiomen that we would be turning oack to Scoteh Cap. It was e
bitt.arly cold weather; Sarichef reported that it was 17 aegrees, ot . Ty
eounting the chill factor. It was 3:50 pom. and we were about seven
““miles and three hours into our trip, We had to decide if we could make
__1t back before uarlv ' knass would not. he one of our bet.ter allieau

e

'lhe weather had clearea some, more 5 and we could
2 aa.aily see the orange: atopped road merkers. We came to Boneyard Creek.
It had risen! The engine took on water as the fan became immersed, but
e ma.de it. RS, Rl : g
I e, LR Ve g s s
- WO came along wel.. until we approached the stream that the men ha.d dug
™ out. JusiL as we were at the bottom of the stream, the Thiokol stalled.
- Just stopped dead! I sort of died with it. The whz.ning ‘of the starter
and Ray's swearing conposed an ominous duet that ended as the engine
chugged back into life. But then the engine was knocking! Great scott!
~ Was it tappets? A rod? Perish the thought! Ray pulled ahead slowly,
.hu.ding on up the hil‘l.o The @ix knocking subsided. What a relief!

ﬂe croased the two br:.dges The water had risen in both cases. we knew

" we had one .ore gajor stream to ford, and we wondered what it would be
like. Ray picked up speed; we made goed time. When we came to the
ereek just discussed, we ncticed that it had risen, but we erossed it
successfully, Chief saic, "It’s only half a tire!" when we came up
out of the water, homer, the knocking resumed=--this time for keeps!
. It was getting darker, the weather was worsening, and Chief warned us
that a whiteosut was coming up frou behind us. We couldn’t stop now-



e h

Tt was worst in the old airport area, only about two miles from Seotch. . .

Cap Light. visipility went to very near zero, anu the engine sounded .-

sioker as smoke began to creep into the cab while the oil pressure

started a gradualt drop. At one point, Ray remarked that he couldn't

see fifteen feet zhead, dJust how we managed to find all the road stakes,

T will never know, I find this part of sy story beyond words, and I 77 et

don't think I will even try to zmemxihk describe it. Suffice it to say
* that somehow, we mads it back to the building. Nor shall I attempt to

deseribe my elation upon returninge... .. . - G

~ 1:20 pom. ried to radio Cape darj;lz;ef. Too garbled. Asked them to send .
" help. At 1:40 p.m. a hot water pipe started leaking over the kitchen sinks -
Ray taped it while iMike closed the main valve partially to cut the water
pressure. «e discussed preparation plans for any emergency--we cannot tell
just what a voleano may ao. we agreed that it would be very hard and risky
 to walk out of this place. At 2:25 p.m. we tried to contact Sarichef. . =
Again garbled. No luck. It is discouraging. Told them we would try at .
 3:30 p.l., but we cannot tell if they can make out our words any oetter
than we could make out theirs. The voleanic ash cloud may oe heading toward
us again. At 3:30 p.m. we radioed Cape Sarishef. Garbled, but we believe
__Sarichef has called Juneau for help to evacuate us, we think Sarichef.
" wanted to kuow somsthing about the Thiokol 602, Hard to know just what
" they badds = RS . e AR e R R AT st e vl

Loy it : = et TR T T L P
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1410 pom. Hay and Chief went out.si;g;{b watch the velcanc.. Hay says the xx
_. Tumble of it can be clearly heard now, It has definitely grown stronger, i -
The smoke is blowing south-southwest, high and fu]_]j of billows.

by

ﬁ:?gm:;hi:@%“l:ﬂﬁx- AR R R e B : ot TR e =
5:15 pom. Everyone is quiet now. Chief is cleaning his boots, Ray is:. e
_ , Mike is resting, and I vacumed the rugs. I think we are all - =
tense this evening. The men sealed the doors with nasking tape about @ -
a half hour ago. All we can do now is hola tight. 3 SRl T

6:20 pom. Cape Sarichef tried to reach us, Just garbleo

i35 pom, ke, Ray and 1 looked outside, Happily, there was little
otercaat.! a.nd we could even see a few ;t.nra! Pleasant surprise. '

8:00 p.m. Cape sarichef called. Lave Hackney. lessage was garbled, -
but we understana that a helicopter is at Cold Bay, temporarily grounded
because of bad weather. Sarichef wants us to bring i‘ocom 35 and wiring
harness, We think the helicopter left from Juneau to Kodiac and then
on to_ Cold Bay. Very good news! - ¥~ s Es R

i S

R 8:30 pom. Leoided to lie down, Gobt up again at 11:00 Pels idke a.nd. '
Chief were listening to KEX, Portland, on tne Hallicrafter's set, It.

was L6 degrees in Portland, Oregon.
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L:00 a,m. Yesterday was, for me,riike an "emotional roller coaster.”
lhere is the hope and discouragement that make tne ups and downs. ‘ihe |
volcano activity looked enlarged anu ssemed to oe senaing ash in our 4

dire~tion again, That was a "down." usut news ol tne helicopier was
definitely an "up," S '

I have gotten up early. It's a cOMbinatlon of things that keeps ue
_awake' 1he "gronkrcronk" of the fog horn, the squeaking of one rvom heater
and the woaning of another, and all those additional nysterious noises '
that souna like anything from.valcanic rumblings to the creaks and bumgs
_ of Jake, our resident ghost. iiy main hope this morning is that the ash:
will not come our way, an< that the weather between Cold Bay and here Y I
‘will be gcodo S Esh,

3 w-ﬂ-r : "..——-_-- g e R ey u_.— Y _.'E-.-_:‘-e-f\.mw
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9 00 8ollle nike and Chief ualleu Cape sarichef. Garbled again ‘But
seemed to say that they weren't sure the helicopter at Cold Zay was
for us, (we later learned that we haa not properly received the |

~ message because of such poor reception.) ‘the weather is culm and clear; i
and the voleano is more clearly visible than it has ever been. 'I'he smoke

-4ds not so diffusea, anu the silhouette is crisply defined. 7The smoke is
flowing to the southwest. It looks very neur, just beyond the hill. If

- that volecano ever decided to raally blnw its top, I suspect we‘d have to
b;a the wcrld a fond fareuallo & 3 :

.l;'.
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10 00 s Cape barlaher exlied, ateié Sobnearke. Toln us tnat-tha “qgg57
“ hzlicopter at Cilu Bay is for us. 7Told us that halinmpter would attempt
" to plck us np. aain we would be notifiedn e ¥

:i;h.‘!nr.'_ hes N - o ,\___ 5

. 10: 05 aomo ﬂay went outsiueo'vionnered if voicano was actually at O
,huestdahlo (It uaso) ; i - AL - £

i

| 10 15 aom. oari_hef callado HelicOpter.ls on route to acotch Capo Great' -_-...

e i et - e

10.30 a,m, Lverybody is very bussy ahutting down systeus, pulll.g the
Thiokol wiring harness, packing, cleaning and so forth. Ray collected a
sample of the ash. e are prepsred to leave at a mnoment‘s notice now.
At 10:50 a.m. r‘hine.f aaked if anyone waated a last ocup of coffee. .e all
d.ec]_‘l.nedg i A i PR LN e ! ) E = -

10.52 agm. lha wen are outside, It iﬁ very still in hare; ali alone in
tnis building. ‘Lhe fog horn has a nysterious tone, as if it were trying
to communicate with me. The light above it casts a bezwm over tne wreckage

of a past tragaqy, ana then it swings into the direstion of the smoking
mountain, _

iy igh g

11:00 a.m, Cape Sarichef callsa. Garbled. But said helicopter will
contact us on iogear trequency. Helicopter is here! It is a Coast Cuard
H-3, asmmmaixg gingerly, slowly, carefully in our yard.

descending

The rescuers moved professionally. methodically, ana they appeared to

be very gentlie, kind, people. Yet it was mysterious, as if they had come

to us frow ancther planet. I was very excited., I°d never ridden in a
helicopter before, At 11:30 we lanaed al Cape Sarichef for lunch. I was
extremely haypy to be back. I look back on it now, remempering what the
Chief said: "It buildas character.' (Kindly excuse typing anu scelling errors




