The USGS Alert-Notification System for Volcanic Activity

Volcano Alert Levels Used by USGS Volcano Observatories

Alert Levels are intended to inform people on the ground about a volcano’s status and are issued in conjunction with the Aviation Color Code. Notifications are issued for both increasing
and decreasing volcanic activity and are accompanied by text with details (as known) about the nature of the unrest or eruption and about potential or current hazards and likely outcomes.

Term Description

Volcano is in typical background, noneruptive state
NORMAL or, after a change from a higher level,
volcanic activity has ceased and volcano has returned to noneruptive background state.

Volcano is exhibiting signs of elevated unrest above known background level
ADVISORY or, after a change from a higher level,
volcanic activity has decreased significantly but continues to be closely monitored for possible renewed increase.

Volcano is exhibiting heightened or escalating unrest with increased potential of eruption, timeframe uncertain,

WATCH OR

eruption is underway but poses limited hazards.

WARNING Hazardous eruption is imminent, underway, or suspected.

Aviation Color Code Used by USGS Volcano Observatories

Color codes, which are in accordance with recommended International Civil Aviation Organization (ICAO) procedures, are intended to inform the aviation sector about a volcano’s status and
are issued in conjunction with an Alert Level. Notifications are issued for both increasing and decreasing volcanic activity and are accompanied by text with details (as known) about the
nature of the unrest or eruption, especially in regard to ash-plume information and likely outcomes.

Color Description

Volcano is in typical background, noneruptive state
GREEN or, after a change from a higher level,
volcanic activity has ceased and volcano has returned to noneruptive background state.

Volcano is exhibiting signs of elevated unrest above known background level
YELLOW or, after a change from a higher level,
volcanic activity has decreased significantly but continues to be closely monitored for possible renewed increase.

Volcano is exhibiting heightened or escalating unrest with increased potential of eruption, timeframe uncertain,

ORANGE OR

eruption is underway with no or minor volcanic-ash emissions [ash-plume height specified, if possible].

Eruption is imminent with significant emission of volcanic ash into the atmosphere likely

RED

eruption is underway or suspected with significant emission of volcanic ash into the atmosphere [ash-plume height specified, if possible].



